MONTAIGNE  THE  MAYOR

Our information should be much fuller than it
is at present before we should be justified in
passing a sentence of condemnation on Mon-
taigne for remaining absent from the city during
the visitation of the plague.   Matignon may have
made such arrangements as would have rendered
Montaigne's residence in Bordeaux an act of use-
less chivalry.   Neither Matignon nor any of his
contemporaries censured him.    He was not, as
was Rotrou, poet and mayor of Dreux, who per-
ished through his zeal, a man of the heroic breed ;
but he was a loyal man, who would neglect
nothing that he judged to be a real duty.    He
had recently borne much stress and strain;   he
had shown his energy, his courage, and his public
spirit     Some  months  previously  his   state  of
health had made it needful for him to retire to
the repose of his chateau.   We cannot tell whether
an access of his malady did not compel him to
retire again.   " Nothing noble," he wrote, " can
be done without hazard. . . . Prudence, so deli-
cate and circumspect, is a mortal enemy of high
exploits."   We do not know whether high exploits
were possible for Montaigne;   we do not know
whether he yielded to necessity or to an unheroic
prudence; we can neither applaud nor justly con-
demn.

Looking back upon his services as mayor of
Bordeaux, he did not himself find much to praiserisoners.
